
        

 
EMBARGOED UNTIL ANNOUNCED AT THE CEREMONY 

ON SUNDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 

JACK O’CONNELL WINS THE EE RISING STAR 

AWARD  

 

 The Unbroken actor tops the public vote 

 The EE Rising Star Award is the only one at the EE British Academy Film 

Awards to be voted for by the public 

 This is the tenth anniversary of the EE Rising Star, and first winner, James 

McAvoy returned to present the award 

 Previous winners include Will Poulter, Juno Temple, Tom Hardy, Kristen 

Stewart, Noel Clarke, Eva Green and James McAvoy  

 

London, Sunday 8 February 2015: EE is proud to announce Jack O’Connell as the winner 

of the EE Rising Star Award in 2015. 

 

The EE Rising Star Award is the only publicly-voted award presented at the EE British 

Academy Film Awards, and a hotly contested accolade for up and coming acting talent. Jack 

O’Connell was one of five international actors nominated for their exceptional talent and 

recognised as a true star in the making. The other nominees were: Gugu Mbatha-Raw, 

Margot Robbie, Miles Teller, and Shailene Woodley. 

 

2015 is the tenth anniversary of the EE Rising Star Award which has a prestigious alumnus 

of previous winners. James McAvoy, the first winner in 2006 returned to present the award 

at the EE British Academy Film Awards.  

 

Jack O’Connell became a household name when he played James Cook in popular TV 

series Skins. In 2013, O’Connell took the lead in British indie film Starred Up, where his 

portrayal of Eric, a violent reprobate prematurely transferred to an adult prison, earned him a 

nomination in the category of Best Actor at last year’s British Academy Scotland Awards and  



another nomination for a British Independent Film Award. Most recently, O’Connell took the 

lead role in Angelina Jolie’s film Unbroken, a chronicle of the life of Louis Zamperini, an 

Olympic runner who was taken prisoner by Japanese forces during World War II. 

 

James McAvoy, EE Rising Star Winner in 2006: “Winning the first EE Rising Star Award 

means a great deal to me. The award was created in honour of the late casting director Mary 

Selway, who helped many young actors and actresses get the break they needed to 

succeed in the industry. EE Rising Star has carried on her merits by recognizing a very 

impressive list of young actors who have since gone on to do great things.” 

 

Spencer McHugh, Director of Brand at EE, said: “We’re absolutely delighted that the 

British public has chosen Jack as their winner. This is the tenth anniversary of the award and 

once again we have seen an increase in votes, which is testament to credibility and 

popularity of the EE Rising Star award. Congratulations to Jack, a much-deserved winner.” 

 

The EE Rising Star Award was created in honour of Mary Selway, the highly respected 

BAFTA-winning casting director whose career spanned three decades and over ninety films 

before she died in 2004. She worked with notable directors such as Steven Spielberg, 

Roman Polanski, Clint Eastwood and Ridley Scott, contributing to the creation of some of the 

silver screen's most memorable characters.  

 

The five nominees for the EE Rising Star Award were selected from hundreds suggested by 

a jury of leading figures from across the film industry, including jury chair Pippa Harris, 

Deputy Chairman of BAFTA’s Film Committee and producing partner of Sam Mendes, 

actress Alice Eve, director Dexter Fletcher, film critic James King, as well as leading film and 

entertainment journalists. 

Unlike any other award at the EE British Academy Film Awards, the EE Rising Star Award 

was voted for by the British public via the EE website, www.ee.co.uk/bafta 

 

The official ceremony hashtag is #EEBAFTAs 

 

For more information on the EE Rising Star Award please visit www.ee.co.uk/bafta  

 

- ENDS - 

For further information, please contact: 

Olivia Burrell 

Olivia.burrell@mcsaatchi.com  

http://www.ee.co.uk/bafta
http://www.ee.co.uk/bafta
mailto:Olivia.burrell@mcsaatchi.com


0203 617 6531 

 

Maria Panayi 

Maria.panayi@mcsaatchi.com 

0203 617 3889 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS  

About EE 

EE is the largest and most advanced digital communications company in Britain, delivering mobile and fixed 

communications services to consumers, businesses, government and the wholesale market. EE has 

approximately 15,000 employees and 580 retail stores, and serves more than 30 million customers across its 

mobile, fixed and wholesale businesses. 

  

EE runs the UK's biggest, fastest and most reliable mobile network, pioneering the UK's first superfast 4G mobile 

service in October 2012. EE's 4G coverage today reaches 75% of the UK population. EE’s 2G coverage reaches 

99% of the population while 3G reaches 98%. EE's superfast fibre broadband service covers 54% of the UK 

population, and ADSL broadband service covers 98.7% of the population. 

  

In the last few years, EE has received extensive independent recognition including being ranked the UK's best 

overall network by RootMetrics®, Best network at the 2014 Mobile News Awards, Fastest Network at the 2013 

uSwitch Awards, Best Network at the 2014 Mobile Choice Consumer Awards and What Mobile Awards 2013, 

Network Innovation at the 2013 Recombu awards and Best Network for Business at the 2013 Mobile Industry 

awards. 

 

Follow us on… 

 Facebook at: www.facebook.com/ee  

 Twitter at: www.twitter.com/ee  

 YouTube at: www.youtube.com/ee  

 

 

About BAFTA 

The British Academy of Film and Television Arts is an independent charity that supports, develops and promotes 

the art forms of the moving image by identifying and rewarding excellence, inspiring practitioners and benefiting 

the public. In addition to its Awards ceremonies, BAFTA has a year-round Learning & Events programme that 

offers unique access to some of the world’s most inspiring talent through workshops, masterclasses, lectures and 

mentoring schemes, connecting with audiences of all ages and backgrounds across the UK, Los Angeles and 

New York. BAFTA relies on income from membership subscriptions, individual donations, trusts, foundations and 

corporate partnerships to support its ongoing outreach work. For further information, visit www.bafta.org 

 

 

mailto:Maria.panayi@mcsaatchi.com
http://www.facebook.com/ee
http://www.twitter.com/ee
http://www.youtube.com/ee
http://www.bafta.org/

